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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the pin and the 
elongate slot, the longitudinal grooves (claim 15) must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to because the reference numerals are confusing 
since the number 1 has been made in two different ways, resembling both a 1 and also 
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a 7 in different Figs. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claims 7, 1 0, 1 1 , 14, 15, 
lines 1 or 2, "it" is confusing since it is not clear what is being referred to. 
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5. Claim 9 recites the limitation "the longitudinal central axis" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 13 recites the limitation "the condition part" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It appears that -the container part — 
would be correct. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 11, 12, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chamberlain (Des 217,663). 

The design patent to Chamberlain shows a fishing hook holder having a container part 
(as shown in Figs. 1 and 4) with a cavity and a cover part as shown in Figs. 1 , 2, and 3. 
Chamberlain shows the cover having two elements, one fixed to the container part and 
the other rotatably mounted between a first and second position, as shown in fig. 3, to 
provide a closable opening in the top to hold a fishing hook and /or fishing lure. 
Chamberlain shows C-shaped clamping means in Figs. 1-3. In reference to claim 18, 
Chamberlain discloses a fish hook. 
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9. Claims 1 and 10, 11, 12, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lewis. 

The patent to Lewis shows a fishing hook container having a container part having a 
cavity which is taken as the inner housing and a cover part which is taken as the outer 
housing. In Figs. 9-10, Lewis shows several container parts (such as 18, 38 in the 
forward holder and 102, 104 in the rearward holder) and associated cover parts 106, 46 
and that the container parts are firmly interconnected. Lewis shows C-shaped clamping 
means 58 in Fig. 5 and 62, 64, 66 in Fig. 6. Lewis shows a fish hook mounted on lure 
54. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chamberlain as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Barefoot. 

12. The patent to Chamberlain shows a container for a fishing hook as discussed 
above. Chamberlain does not disclose if the container floats on water. The patent to 
Barefoot shows a floating fishing hook and lure 20 container 22 which mounts on a 
fishing rod 12 as shown in Fig. 1 and disclosed in column 4, lines 63-64. In reference to 
claim 7, it would have been obvious to provide Chamberlain with a floating container so 
as not the lose the container if dropped in the water. 
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13. Claims 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chamberlain as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Fisher. 

The patents to Chamberlain and Fisher show fishing lure and hook holders that mount 
on a fishing rod. Chamberlain has been discussed above and does not show 
longitudinal ribs on the container part or the cover part that extend parallel to the 
longitudinal central axis of the holder. The patent to Fisher shows ribs or grooves 37 on 
the sidewall of the container or holder cover and body. In reference to claims 9 and 14, 
it would have been obvious to provide Chamberlain with ribs or grooves as shown by 
Fisher for the purpose of providing a gripping surface for a user as taught by Fisher in 
column 3, lines 8-14. Also note Fisher shows knurling (not labeled but see Fig. 2) on 
the side edge of the collar of flange 38. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 3, 5, 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 5. Claim 1 3 and 1 5-1 7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Trefiak, Lysohir, Nelson, Thompson, Norwood, 
and Jardine show other fish hook holders mounted to a fishing rod. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kurt Rowan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6893. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571 ) 272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kurt Rowan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 

KR 




